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ALMONTE AND DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI
ASSOCIATION

March 2009

Dear Alumni,

reetings from your Alumni Association. The purpose of your Alumni Association is
four-fold:

 to evaluate and support requests from the High School, as and when we have
the means;

 to establish an Alumni Association Bursary;
 to generate as nearly as possible a complete list of every staff and student who

ever attended ADHS, and
 to provide occasions for former teachers and students of ADHS to socialize (for

example Homecoming 2009 and 2010 Reunion).

Please forward this newsletter to any alumni with whom you are in contact. By copying
us (almonteADHSalumni@gmail.com) you will assist us in increasing our distribution list.

In this newsletter you will find contact information for the association executive, and
updates on activities, news about alumni, information on things to do and places to stay
in the Almonte area (to help you prepare for homecoming and reunion) and information
on how to order alumni clothing.

YOUR ALUMNI ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE

Co-Chairs: Terry Currie and Steve Rooney

Treasurers: Sylvia Christie McGee: almontedhsalumni@gmail.com
(orders for Alumni clothing to be placed through the Treasurer)

: Carolyn Mordy DeWolfe (ADHSAAregistration@gmail.com)
Secretaries:

Barbara Cook: almonteADHSalumni@gmail.com
(input to the newsletter may be sent to this e-mail address)

Homecoming 2009 Co-Chairs:
Steve Rooney and Barbara Cook

Reunion 2010 Co-Chairs:

G
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Mike Newton and Sylvia Christie McGee

E-MAIL CONTACTS:
Secretary –Newsletter –Homecoming 2009 –Glassware Orders

almonteADHSalumni@gmail.com

Treasurer –Ordering Alumni Cothing –Reunion 2010
almontedhsalumni@gmail.com

Registrations for Membership and Events
ADHSAAregister@gmail.com

As well, alumni groups have been created on Facebook and Classmates.com

The Alumni Association is creating a website –we will keep you informed as to its
development - http://almonteadhsalumni.ca/

Do you have interesting news to share about yourself –or a fellow Almontonian –send
us a brief note (almonteADHSalumni@gmail.com) and we will include it in the next
newsletter.

We hope you will find this and future newsletters of interest.
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FUTURE ACTIVITIES

Homecoming Dances
lans are underway for Thanksgiving Saturday October 10th 2009 when we will
have the Homecoming Dance as a major event with a catered meal (by JRs) and a
live band for entertainment (Buntline) As well, there will be a silent auction and

ongoing displays of ADHS gone by. Tours of the High School will start at 4 pm.

2010 Reunion
ur big project for the immediate future will be the 2010 Reunion of students who
attended Almonte District High School any time up to December 1969. The
Arena has been booked for the 31st of July, 2010. Buntline will provide the

music. Alumni of the 50’s and 60’s will receive preferential booking.

The Almonte Fair July 2009
ou can be assured that we will be out in July 2009 to sell memberships ($10 per
person) as well as other merchandise (e.g. T-shirts, mugs, caps. Wine glasses,
Beer steins, etc) to raise funds for the association in support of its projects.

Puppets Up 2009
nce again, your Alumni Association will be on Mill Street –selling merchandise and
memberships in support of the Alumni’s projects.

Purchase of Alumni Spiritwear
nce again, your Alumni Association will be on Mill Street –selling merchandise and
memberships in support of the Alumni’s projects.
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OTHER RELATED ACTIVITIES

SUPPORT THE WORK OF THE ALUMNI THROUGH PURCHASE OF SPIRIT
WEAR AND GLASSWARE

ttached to this newsletter is order information for Alumni memorabilia and clothing
which you can purchase to support the work of the Alumni Association.

ARCHIVAL SPACE AT ADHS

he Alumni Association now has space at the High School for mementos and
memorabilia.  Don’t know what to do with those year books, sweaters, pins, photos 

etc –the Association would be pleased to add them to its inventory. The Alumni
Association is hoping that someone may have a lockable storage cabinet that they
would like to donate for this purpose.

ALUMNI NEWSLETTER

our input to the newsletter would be appreciated. We believe that Alumni are
interested in hearing what other alumni are doing –where they are living etc –so

please, send your input to
almonteADHSalumni@gmail.com

“TEARIN’UP THE TURF FUND-RAISING”

lmonte and District High School will be running a series of fund-raising activities
towards the cost of the G.L. Comba Site Renovation. The next big one will be the

sale of wooden Calendar holders in the Fall Term.

THUNDERBOLT WEBSITE

or those of you who continue to be interested in our “Bolts”, you may be interested 
in having a look at their website www.almontethunderbolts.com –it has information

on upcoming games, photos, history etc.
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List of Things to Do, Places to Stay: Almonte and Area

(Created by Sylvia McGee for ADHS Alumni in preparation for 2010 Reunion Attendees
Information taken from tourism brochures)

Lanark County www.LanarkCountyTourism.ca 1 888 452 6275
county.lanark.on.ca/

(Mississippi Mills www.mississippimills.ca 613 256 2064

Brochure “Lanark County Experience Map” from Lanark County Tourism includes 
(see brochure for contact information and details)
(also available “Lanark County Experience Guide”)

Maps
Attractions

 Fulton’s Pancake House, Fortune’s, Thompsontown
 Mill of Kintail, Mississippi Valley Textile Museum, Naismith Museum, North

Lanark Regional Museum
 Baird Trail, The Herb Garden

Dining
 Canadian Café, Cortelli’s Pizzeria, Fitzgerald’s, Groundz, Iron Works, JR’s 
Family Restaurant, Mamma’s Place Restaurant, Naismith’s Sports Pub, 
Postmaster’s Pub, Superior Restaurant, Waterford Tea Room, Victoria Tea 
Cup

Tours
 Rideau Heritage Route, Byways of Lanark County Driving Routes
 Canoe Routes, Rideau Canal Boat Tours, Rideau Experience Voyageur

Canoe Tours, Wilderness Tours
 Baird Trail Lanark Highlands,
 Smiths Falls-Montague Airport
 Murphy’s Point Silver Queen Mica Mine, Temple’s Sugarbush Tours, OMYA 

Marble Quarry Tours
Shopping

 Curiosities
 Design by Destination
 Hedy’s Fashion Boutique
 Kehla Design Jewellery
 Nordic Star
 Maclean Young Picture Framers
 Philip K. Wood Gallery
 White Owl Antiques and Collectables
 The Urban Planet
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Almonte District High School Alumni Association Newsletter March 2009
Page 7 of 11

Get Active
 Golf: The Sweet Spot
 Birding, Boating, Dirtbike, Motorcycles, ATVs

Accommodation
 Baron’s Motor Inn, Carleton Place
 Bayview Lodge, White Lake
 Lake Park Lodge, Beckwith
 Pickerel Bay Lodge, White Lake
 Providence Point Retreat, Lanark Highlands
 Pond Motel, Carleton Place
 Casawinati Trailer & Campground, Mississippi River
 Cedar Cove Resort, White Lake
 Clayton Lakeside, Mississippi Mills
 Glenalee Campground, White Lake
 Lowney Lake Park, White Lake
 Three Mile Bay Tent Park, White Lake
 White Lake Trailer Park
 Hatton House B&B, Carleton Place
 Armstrong’s Celtic Getaway, Carleton Place
 The Squirrels, Mississippi Mills
 Bales & Breakfast, Lanark Highlands
 Blue Heron, Mississippi Mills
 Carnivic Lodge, Mississippi Mills
 Craig House, Lanark Highlands
 Divine Mercy Guest House, Lanark Highlands
 Gillanderry Farms, Mississippi Mills
 Green Elms Farm, Mississippi Mills
 Hollyhock Cottage, Lanark Highlands
 Irish Rose, Mississippi Mills
 Menzies House 1850s, Mississippi Mills
 New Life Retreat, Lanark Highlands
 Old Burnside, Mississippi Mills
 Pakenham Inn, Mississippi Mills
 Providence Point Retreat, Lanark Highlands
 Riverbend Park, Mississippi Mills
 Stonebridge, Mississippi Mills
 Tara Loughan, Mississippi Mills

Arts and Entertainment
Festivals and Events:

 July: Almonte Fair, Celtfest, Herbfest
 August: 3on3 Basketball Tournament, Almonte Fair, North Lanark

Highland Games, Puppets-Up,
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Ottawa’s Countryside: Welcome to the Rural World www.ottawacountryside.ca
Includes sections on: Come to Play, Come to Shop, Come to Eat, Come to Stay
Come to Meet & Celebrate, Not to Miss, Adventure Routes
www.manotickvillage.com

Pakenham in the heart of Mississippi Mills
613 624 5306
St. Peter Celestine Church – voted one of the ‘Seven Wonders of Lanark County”
Cedar Hill Berry Farm, Paul and Ria Ralph www.cedarhillberryfarm,com
Curiosities, Antique Sales, Jack and Marion Elgood www.curiosities,ca
Fulton’s Pancake House, Sugar Bush and Teambuilding

Shirley Deugo, Jennifer Wooldridge www.fultons.ca
The Gray Gallery & Hedy’sHeather Skuce hskuce@cyberus.ca
Accommodation

 Carnivic Lodge B&B www.bbcanada.com/608
 Country View Lodge, Independent & Assisted Living

info@countryviewlodge,ca
 Five Arches Non-Profit Housing Corp. eq106@freenet.carleton.ca
 Green Elms Farm B&B www.bbcanada.com/greenelmsfarm
 Stonebridge Inn www.stonebridgeinn.ca

Burnstown: a Day Tripper’s Destination www.burnstown.ca

Parliament Hill www.parl.gc.ca/vis
Changing of the Guard Ceremony
Carillon Concerts
Beating Retreat Ceremony –early August, evenings

Upper Canada Village www.uppercanadavillage.com

Arnprior www.arnprior.ca www.gacc.ca

Pembroke www.pembroke.ca

Carp –the Diefenbunker Museum –www.diefenbunker.ca
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Alumni Wear –Sizing for Ladies

S (small) size 6-8
M (medium) –size 10-12
L (large) –size 14-16
XL (extra large) –size 18
XXL (double X) –size 20

When ordering ladies clothing, please remember that the clothing is more fitted –when
in doubt order a size larger.

Alumni GlassWare

We have wine glasses and beer mugs available –these are etched with the highschool’s 
flying A –price per glass is $15. Proceeds will support the activities of the Alumni
Association.  In the near future our website will have photo’s of the glass ware 
instructions on how to order.
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First Days of Football in Almonte

(Written by Terry Currie)

“Rugby football”, as we called it when I was a kid in the fifties, stared out as a 
Canadian take on English rugger or rugby.  It was invented at McGill in the late 1880’s 
by a group of young bucks who wanted something more violent than the British soccer
that they were playing.

The first interscholastic game was played between McGill and the College Royale
Militaire. Some Americans saw the game and were so impressed they invited McGill to
come play at Harvard. By 1900 the game was widespread in the University world and
the first high school games were being played in Canada and the States.

Just when it first was played in Almonte is unknown because it was played as a sandlot
sport before the schools took it up. In the early days of the game, there was not
forward passing so games consisted of an endless series of runs through the line or
around the end. The players of the day did not wear helmets and only the elite had
canvas pants and cleated shoes. Many played in short pants and wore moccasins on
their feet. The ball was a big fat one –twice as round as a present day ball.

In 1915, the first recorded game between Almonte and despicable Carleton Place
occurred. The Almonte crew (wearing Orange and Black) boarded a train at Almonte
and played at the Carleton Place Fairgrounds, where Carleton Place won 1-0. The
Almontonians then took the train home.

A couple of weeks later the Almonte Gazette sadly reported that Carleton Place had
come to Almonte and repeated their feat by winning again by the same score.


